The Ledger Clerk

The Dread Sanitarium
Michael S. Moniz

LV55

There are eleven thousand, four hundred and nine active
tariff categories in the Vel-Korath substrate distribution
registry. I know this because counting them is my job.

My name is Sorath. I am Ennesh. I hold a Third-Level
classification licence in the Vel-Korath Tariff Office, which
operates from the administrative platform on Level
Ennesh-2, midway between the Sheru production quarter
below and the Uthra engineering corridor above. My
function is to maintain the accuracy of the tariff registry —
to ensure that every category of substrate movement within
the hive is correctly classified, correctly coded, and
correctly taxed. When a quantity of refined geomagic moves
from one level to another, it passes through a classification
gate. The gate reads the substrate’s composition, grade, and
destination, assigns a tariff code, and levies the appropriate
tax. The tax funds the hive’s infrastructure. The
infrastructure sustains the city. The city exists because the
tariff system works.

I have maintained the registry for nineteen years. In that
time I have processed approximately three hundred
thousand classification reviews, corrected six hundred and
twelve coding errors, and filed forty-one formal amendments
to the tariff schedule. My accuracy rate is 99.7 per cent. The
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remaining 0.3 per cent consists of judgment calls in
ambiguous classifications that were later revised by the
senior registry staff. I do not consider these errors. I
consider them the cost of precision in a system that contains
eleven thousand, four hundred and nine categories and
grows by approximately forty new categories per year.

The Tariff Office occupies a long administrative hall on
Level Ennesh-2 — clean walls, geometric channels carrying
steady light, ledger stations arranged in rows of twelve. The
air at Ennesh-2 is mild and unremarkable — neither the thin
brightness of the upper levels nor the amber weight of the
lower hive. Moderate air for the moderate caste. The
Ennesh occupy the middle of the hive because the middle is
where the interfaces are: between governance above and
production below, between the Aenu who set the tariffs and
the Adhi who pay them, between the clean mathematics of
policy and the dirty mathematics of consequence. I sit at my
station in the administrative hall and I maintain the registry
and the registry maintains the hive and the hive maintains
the classification that determines who breathes what and
what it costs.

The categories are not arbitrary. Each one describes a
specific type of substrate movement — a grade of geomagic,
a point of origin, a destination level, a permitted use, and a
tariff rate. The categories are mathematical. They are
derived from the geometric intelligence’s distribution
model, which calculates the optimal flow of substrate
through the hive’s infrastructure and assigns tariff rates
based on the cost of maintaining that flow. Higher-grade
substrate moving to lower levels carries a higher tariff
because the system must compensate for the redistribution
of value. Lower-grade substrate moving laterally within a
single caste level carries a minimal tariff because the
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movement does not alter the distribution model. The logic is
clean. The mathematics is clean. The categories are the
mathematics made administrative.

I believed this for nineteen years. The mathematics is not
clean.

The discovery was not dramatic. It was arithmetic.

Six months ago, during a routine reconciliation, I compared
two records usually examined separately. The
physical-throughput ledger records how much substrate
moves through each level transition: quantity, grade, origin,
destination. The tariff ledger records what the classification
gates collect from that movement. For Tier One substrate
moving from the Sheru production quarter to the Adhi
residential levels, the throughput ledger established the
taxable basis. The tariff ledger exceeded that basis by 4.2
per cent. A single excess is not unusual — timing, rounding,
pending correction. But the same excess in the same
movement group for seven consecutive quarters is not
variance. It is a feature of the tariff system that does not
appear while each record is read alone.

I began tracing the excess. The work was tedious —
cross-referencing individual tariff codes against the
substrate movements they described, comparing the
mathematical definitions of each code, and mapping the
collection points against the single physical descent
recorded in the throughput ledger. I did this work in the
hours between my assigned reconciliation duties and the
end of my shift, using the registry's own data, which [ am
authorised to access. I was not investigating. I was
reconciling. The distinction is important, because an
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investigation would require senior authorisation, and a
reconciliation is within my classification licence. The
difference between the two is a matter of intent, and my
intent was to make the numbers match. That is always my
intent. I am a ledger clerk.

After eleven weeks of reconciliation, I found the source of
the surplus.

The finding came from a comparison that I should have
performed earlier but did not, because the comparison
required me to read three tariff codes as a single
mathematical expression rather than as three separate
classifications. The registry does not encourage this
reading. Each code occupies its own row in the classification
table. Each code has its own gate assignment, its own
revenue allocation, its own administrative history. The codes
are designed to be read individually. Reading them together
requires a deliberate act of synthesis that the registry’s
interface does not facilitate and that my training did not
emphasise. I performed the synthesis because the numbers
would not reconcile any other way, and I am a clerk who
makes numbers match.

Three tariff categories — codes K-Sub-7714, K-Sub-7721,
and K-Sub-7739 — were mathematical aliases. They
described the same substrate movement using different
variables. K-Sub-7714 classified the movement as a grade
transfer: Tier One substrate moving from a Sheru
production origin to an Adhi residential destination, taxed at
the standard redistribution rate. K-Sub-7721 classified the
same movement as a route licence: substrate occupying a
vertical transit corridor between Sheru and Adhi levels,
taxed at the standard infrastructure maintenance rate.
K-Sub-7739 classified the same movement as a destination
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surcharge: substrate arriving at an Adhi-level distribution
point, taxed at the standard lower-level reception rate.

Three codes. Three taxes. One movement. The same
quantity of Tier One substrate, moving from the same Sheru
workshop to the same Adhi distribution point, was being
classified three times at three different gates, each gate
reading a different variable of the same physical event and
each gate levying its own tariff. The substrate was not
moving three times. It was moving once. The tariff system
was reading one movement as three.

I checked my work four times. I derived the mathematical
relationship between the three codes from first principles,
using the tariff formula that every Ennesh classifier learns
during licensing training. The formula confirmed what the
numbers showed. K-Sub-7714, K-Sub-7721, and K-Sub-7739
were not three independent descriptions of three
independent events. They were three projections of the
same event onto three different classification axes. The
codes were as redundant as three rulers measuring the
same table in different units — each measurement was
valid, each number was accurate, but the table was only one
table and it should only have been measured once.

The excess was not a forecasting fault. It was a redundancy.
The tariff system was collecting triple revenue on a category
of substrate movement that the physical-throughput ledger
recorded once. The redundancy had been operating for at
least seven quarters — probably longer, but the comparative
data I could access extended back only that far. The total
over-collection was significant. Not catastrophic — the
hive's total tariff revenue is enormous, and the excess from
three aliased codes was a fraction of a fraction. But it was
real, consistent, and falling on the Adhi residential levels,
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which paid three tariffs on every unit of substrate that
descended from the Sheru quarter.

The Adhi were being taxed three times for one delivery. The
cost of the triple tariff was embedded in the price of every
substrate product that reached the lower hive — the
building materials, the repair supplies, the basic
infrastructure maintenance that the Adhi residential blocks
depend on. Three tariffs meant higher prices. Higher prices
meant less material reaching the lower levels. Less material
meant deferred repairs, degraded infrastructure, and the
slow deterioration that characterises every Adhi residential
block I have ever seen data for. The deterioration was not
caused by Adhi neglect or Adhi poverty. It was caused by a
tariff code that taxed the same delivery three times, and the
difference between one tax and three taxes accumulated in
the quality of the walls, the filtration, the air, the lives.

Three codes. One movement. The difference was invisible
unless you read the mathematics. I had read the
mathematics. The mathematics was exact. The injustice was
exact. Both were built from the same numbers.

I spent another four weeks mapping the revenue flow from
the three aliased codes.

The tariff revenue from K-Sub-7714 — the grade transfer
code — was allocated to the Aenu licensing authority, which
funded upper-level atmospheric management and the
geometric intelligence’s governance operations. The
revenue from K-Sub-7721 — the route licence code — was
allocated to the Uthra engineering division, which funded
infrastructure maintenance in the vertical transit corridors.
The revenue from K-Sub-7739 — the destination surcharge
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— was allocated to the Ennesh Tariff Office itself, which
funded the administrative operations of the classification
system, including my salary.

I was being paid, in part, by the redundancy I had
discovered. The tariff that should not exist was funding the
office that maintained the tariff system that should not
contain it. The system was paying for its own error with the
revenue the error generated. Or — and this is the thought I
could not set down once it had arrived — the system was not
in error at all. The redundancy was a feature. Three
institutions — the Aenu governance structure, the Uthra
engineering division, and the Ennesh Tariff Office — each
received revenue from the aliased codes. Each institution’s
budget included the revenue as a line item. Each
institution’s operations depended on the line item
continuing. The redundancy was not hidden. It was
distributed. It was so thoroughly integrated into the revenue
model that removing it would reduce the operating budgets
of three separate administrative bodies.

I attempted to calculate how much of my personal salary
was derived from the aliased codes. The calculation was not
straightforward — the Tariff Office’s budget is funded by
hundreds of revenue streams, and the revenue from
K-Sub-7739 is one of many contributions to the
administrative operating pool. But I was able to estimate,
using the office’s published budget allocation, that
approximately 0.8 per cent of my annual compensation
came from the destination surcharge on substrate that was
being taxed for the third time on its way to the Adhi
residential levels. The number is small. The number is also
real. Every month, a fraction of my salary is paid by people
who are being charged three times for a delivery that should
cost them once, and that fraction pays for the ledger station
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where I sit, and the classification licence that authorises me
to read the registry, and the reconciliation tools that
allowed me to discover the redundancy in the first place.

The Adhi were paying for all three. The Adhi did not know
they were paying for all three, because the Adhi did not
have access to the tariff registry, because access to the
tariff registry requires an Ennesh classification licence,
because the tariff system is administered by the Ennesh,
because the Ennesh are the interface caste, because the
interface caste manages the system that produces the
revenue that funds the system that the interface caste
manages. The circle was complete. The mathematics was
clean. The mathematics had always been clean. I had been
wrong about what clean meant.

I did not report the finding to my senior administrator. A
report would trigger a classification review. A classification
review would examine whether K-Sub-7714 was valid as a
grade transfer, whether K-Sub-7721 was valid as a route
licence, and whether K-Sub-7739 was valid as a destination
surcharge. Each was valid in isolation. My finding existed
only in their relation to one another and to the single
movement recorded elsewhere. I expected the review would
conclude that no coding error had occurred. The
administrator would thank me for my diligence and instruct
me to continue reconciliation. I did not yet know what the
system itself would do with a correction. I intended to find
out.

The correction was simple. I could merge the three aliased
codes into a single tariff category — one code, one tax, one
classification for the single substrate movement that was
actually occurring. The merger would require changing one
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symbol in the registry’s master classification table: the
routing variable that determined whether a substrate
movement was classified at the origin gate, the transit gate,
or the destination gate. Changing the variable to origin-only
would direct all three gates to defer to the first
classification, eliminating the redundant readings at transit
and destination.

One symbol. One variable. The tariff burden on Tier One
substrate reaching the Adhi residential levels would drop
from three charges to one. Building materials, repair
supplies, and infrastructure maintenance would become
cheaper by precisely the redundant portion of the tariff. The
Adhi would pay one tax instead of three. The slow
deterioration of the lower hive's residential infrastructure —
the deferred repairs, the degraded walls, the filtration
systems left unreplaced because the replacement materials
cost too much — would begin to reverse. Not immediately.
Not dramatically. But measurably. Over years, the
difference between one tariff and three would accumulate in
walls, air, shelves, sleeping platforms, and lives.

The cost of the correction would fall on the three institutions
that received the aliased revenue. The Aenu licensing
authority would lose a line item. The Uthra engineering
division would lose a line item. The Ennesh Tariff Office —
my office, my employer, the institution that pays my salary
and maintains my classification licence — would lose a line
item. The total loss across three institutions would equal the
total over-collection from the Adhi residential levels. The
mathematics was symmetrical. The correction would
redistribute exactly the amount that the redundancy was
extracting. From three budgets above to one population
below. One symbol.
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I sat at my ledger station on Level Ennesh-2 and looked at
the master classification table. The routing variable for
K-Sub-7714, K-Sub-7721, and K-Sub-7739 was displayed on
my screen — three entries in a table that contained eleven
thousand, four hundred and nine entries. Three lines. Three
codes. One movement. One symbol that could reduce a
lower-hive maintenance delivery from three tariff charges to
one.

The Ennesh are trained to appraise. We occupy the interface
levels because our work is exchange: origin and destination,
value and cost, policy and consequence. We read people and
transactions with the same professional attention. I had
been trained to see these things, and for nineteen years I
had not seen what was in front of me. Three codes. Three
taxes. The arithmetic of extraction embedded in the
classification system I maintained, paid by people I had
never met at the bottom of a hive I had never visited.

I thought about what I was about to do. I thought about it
the way the Ennesh think about everything — in terms of
exchange, obligation, and consequence. The exchange: a
corrected tariff for a reduced revenue stream. The
obligation: to the accuracy of the registry, which is my
professional mandate, versus to the institutions that employ
me, which is my economic mandate. The consequence: a
measurable improvement in the cost of materials in the Adhi
residential levels, offset by a measurable reduction in the
operating budgets of three upper-level administrative
bodies. The mathematics of the exchange was symmetrical.
The politics of the exchange was not.

I changed the symbol.
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The amendment propagated through the tariff registry at
14:11 on a rest-day afternoon, when the classification gates
were processing routine maintenance-cycle traffic and the
transaction volume was at its daily minimum. I had chosen
the timing deliberately. A tariff amendment during peak
traffic would produce immediate revenue discrepancies at
every gate in the affected category group, triggering an
automatic audit. A rest-day amendment would propagate
through the gates during the low-traffic window, and the
revenue adjustment would not appear in the reconciliation
data until the next quarterly review — by which time the
single-tariff rate would have been operating for weeks, the
Adhi residential levels would be receiving substrate at the
corrected price, and the change would be embedded in the
system’s operational history.

At 14:11, the three aliased codes merged into a single
category. The classification gates at the Sheru-Adhi transit
points read the new routing variable and deferred to the
origin classification. The transit and destination gates
stopped levying their separate tariffs. Tier One substrate
continued to move exactly as the throughput ledger
recorded it moving. Its tariff burden fell by the exact amount
of the eliminated redundancy. The system updated. The
ledger balanced. For the first time in at least seven
quarters, the tariff mathematics matched the physical event.

At 17:43 — three hours and thirty-two minutes later — the
geometric intelligence reversed the amendment.

I was still at my ledger station when it happened. I had been
watching the reconciliation data update in real time, seeing
the revenue figures for the three former codes collapse into
the single merged category, watching the numbers settle
into the clean configuration that the tariff system should
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have carried all along. For three hours and thirty-two
minutes, the system was fair. For three hours and thirty-two
minutes, the Adhi residential levels were paying one tariff
instead of three, and the substrate was arriving at the
corrected price, and the mathematics matched the physics.

Then the master classification table updated itself. The
single merged code split back into three. K-Sub-7714,
K-Sub-7721, and K-Sub-7739 reappeared in the registry,
each carrying its original routing variable, each pointing to
its original gate, each levying its original tariff on the same
single substrate movement. The codes were not identical to
the originals — the GI assigned new internal reference
numbers. The system had not simply rolled back my
amendment. It had recalculated the revenue allocation and
recreated the alias structure that produced it.

Three hours and thirty-two minutes. That is how long
fairness lasted in the Vel-Korath tariff system. Not because
someone intervened. Not because a senior administrator
noticed my amendment and reversed it. Not because the
Aenu licensing authority detected the revenue reduction and
filed a complaint. The geometric intelligence — the hive’s
mathematical brain, its optimisation engine, the system that
manages every calculation from atmospheric distribution to
transport scheduling to tariff classification — detected a
deviation from its distribution model and corrected the
deviation automatically. The GI did not know my name. The
GI did not know my intent. The GI knew that the tariff
revenue flowing to three upper-level institutions had
dropped below the model’s optimised target, and it restored
the revenue by recreating the alias structure that produced
it.
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The redundancy was not an error. The redundancy was the
optimisation.

I sat at my station and watched the three codes settle into
their rows. The mathematics was the same. The distribution
was the same. The Aenu received their line item. The Uthra
received theirs. The Ennesh received ours. The Adhi paid
three tariffs for one movement. The GI had determined that
this configuration was correct — not fair, not proportionate,
but stable. In a hive where three upper-level institutions
depend on revenue collected from downward movement,
stability requires the lower levels to pay more than
movement costs. The excess is not waste. It is support.

I was not disciplined. There was no investigation. The
amendment I had filed was a legitimate exercise of my
Third-Level classification authority — I am permitted to
merge redundant codes as part of routine registry
maintenance. The GI’s reversal was equally legitimate — the
geometric intelligence is permitted to modify the tariff
schedule to maintain distribution model compliance. My
amendment and the GI’s correction exist in the registry’s
audit log as two sequential operations: a merger and a
restoration. The log does not record intent. It does not know
that I was trying to reduce the cost of substrate in the lower
hive. It does not know that the GI was trying to maintain
revenue distribution to three upper-level institutions. It
knows that a code was changed and then changed back. The
system processed both changes correctly.

I returned to reconciliation the next morning. The
physical-throughput ledger continued to record one descent.
The tariff ledger continued to record three charges. My
salary was still being paid, in part, by a tariff that should not
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exist. The 0.8 per cent of my compensation that came from
the destination surcharge continued to arrive in my account.
I could calculate the exact amount. I did calculate it. The
number was small and precise and I looked at it every
rest-day and thought about the three hours and thirty-two
minutes when a delivery had been charged only once.

I know now that the tariff is not an error awaiting
correction. It is an allocation the geometric intelligence will
recreate whenever the registry ceases to produce it. The
triple classification is the model's solution to a revenue
problem: how to fund three institutions from one substrate
movement without displaying the transfer as a transfer. The
aliases conceal the subsidy inside valid classifications. The
Adhi are not being charged three times in the vocabulary of
the gates. Each gate makes one valid charge. They are being
charged three times in the vocabulary that matters to
anyone receiving the material: cost.

Whether someone intended this arrangement at the
beginning no longer matters. The aliases are embedded in
the registry's oldest strata, in codes whose reference
numbers predate the current classification format. A clerk
altered one set. The system restored it. The geometric
intelligence is not corrupt. It is faithful to a definition of
stability under which the levels above must be funded
before the level below can be repaired.

The system is correct. The correctness is the problem.

There are eleven thousand, four hundred and nine active
tariff categories in the Vel-Korath substrate distribution
registry. I have begun counting the aliases.

LV55 | The Ledger Clerk 14



Three codes for one movement. That was the first set. I have
found seven more. Seven sets of two, three, or four codes
that describe identical substrate movements using different
variables, each levying separate tariffs at separate gates,
each directing revenue to a different upper-level institution.
The aliases are not limited to Sheru-to-Adhi substrate flows.
They appear in Ennesh-to-Sheru movements, in
Uthra-to-Ennesh movements, in every downward-flowing
substrate category I have examined. The pattern is
consistent: the further down the hive the substrate travels,
the more times it is taxed. The aliases multiply with descent.
A unit of substrate that begins at the Aenu level and
descends to the Adhi level may pass through as many as six
separate tariff classifications, each one a valid mathematical
description of the same physical movement, each one
levying a separate tax. The substrate arrives at the bottom
of the hive carrying the accumulated weight of every level it
passed through, priced not at the cost of the movement but
at the cost of the structure above.

The total over-collection across the aliases I have found is
larger than I first calculated. Not dramatically larger. The
system is too well-optimised for drama. Each redundancy is
small enough to disappear within a quarterly reconciliation.
Together they form a consistent transfer from the levels that
can least afford it to the levels whose stability is measured
by receiving it.

I cannot correct them through the registry. I have proven
this. Nor can I hand my ledger downward and call the act
complete. An Adhi resident has no standing to challenge a
tariff classification without a licensed sponsor, and every
supporting extract from the active registry carries the
licence trace of the clerk who accessed it. A formal
amendment would be restored as the first was. An
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unauthorised disclosure would remove my access before it
altered the model. The proof exists inside the only channel
authorised to reject it.

I count the aliases because counting is what I do. I am a
ledger clerk. The physical ledger says one movement. The
tariff ledger says three charges. The registry says both are
correct. Somewhere between those statements, the cost
descends through the hive the way residue descends
through air — quietly, cumulatively, into the walls and lungs
of the people at the bottom.

I have a ledger of my own now. Not the official registry — a
personal record, kept on a substrate tablet in my quarters
on Level Ennesh-2, where the air is mild and the walls are
maintained and the geometric channels glow with the
steady light of funded infrastructure. The ledger contains
every alias I have discovered, the mathematical proof of
each redundancy, the single physical movement beneath
each multiplication, and the revenue impact on the levels
below. The ledger is complete as far as I have reached. The
ledger is accurate. It describes the architecture hidden
inside the arithmetic.

No one has asked to see the ledger. No one knows it exists.
If the senior administrator discovered it, the ledger would
be classified as an unauthorised registry audit — a
jurisdictional violation of my Third-Level licence, which
permits reconciliation but not systematic investigation. The
ledger would be confiscated. I would be reassigned. My
access to the registry would close. The aliases would
continue.

I sit at my ledger station on Level Ennesh-2. The
classification table is open in front of me. The eleven
thousand, four hundred and nine codes are displayed in
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their orderly rows, each one a precise mathematical
description of a substrate movement and its associated
tariff. The codes are clean. The mathematics is clean. The
registry is accurate. The system is functioning correctly.

I am counting the places where correctly and fairly are
different numbers. I have not finished. I do not think I will
finish. The registry is very large and my classification
licence gives me access to all of it, and the aliases are
distributed through the codes like residue through lower air
— negligible in any single reading, cumulative across the
whole.

The system is correct. My ledger is correct. They do not
describe the same obligation.

I am Ennesh. I count. It is all I can do. It is not enough. The
count continues.
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